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Chair’s Corner
David Haberstich
Archives Center, National Museum of American History, 
Smithsonian

SAA ANNUAL MEETING, VM MIDWINTER MEETING, 
AND MORE

	 In the last issue of Views, I reported that we had been advised of an effort 
to shorten section meetings at the SAA 2014 Annual Meeting in order to “loos-
en up” the schedule, and that sections were being polled about their preferences 
for a ninety-minute vs. a two-hour slot. Chair-elect Matthew Mason and I each 
wrote to Nancy Beaumont, arguing in favor of our usual two-hour period on the 
grounds that we expected to have many projects to discuss and would feature a 
speaker. I’m pleased to report that a compromise decision has been made by the 
program committee, allowing two-hour meetings for the sections that wanted 
them and ninety-minute sessions for the others. I have arranged for a speaker to 
tell us about an exciting new photographic collection being developed for a Wash-
ington institution. Stay tuned for details!

	 The 2014 VM Midwinter Meeting was held February 20-23 in Pittsburgh, 
attended by members of the Steering Committee and other VM members. The 
setting, located and negotiated by Miriam Meislik, was a house high on Grand-
view Avenue with an appropriately grand view of the Pittsburgh skyline. Some of 
us also climbed the nifty spiral staircase to the “crow’s nest” and rooftop for an 
even more expansive view. At night we marveled at the spectacular display of city 
lights through large picture windows, watched the Olympics on television, and 
enjoyed the camaraderie. The weather was reasonably cooperative.

	 Miriam arranged a Friday afternoon field trip for us to the Carnegie Mu-
seum of Art, where Adam Giles Ryan, curatorial assistant in the Department of 
Photography, had selected a varied potpourri of treasures from the collection 
for us to ogle. Catherine Evans, the new chief curator of the museum and an 
old friend of mine, joined us while we viewed the impressive display. The affable 
Adam, who attended a portion of our Saturday meeting, has a degree in photog-
raphy from the Rochester Institute of Technology, and as Stephen Fletcher and I 
chatted with him, I mused that we represented three generations of R.I.T. gradu-
ates.

	 True to the Midwinter Meeting tradition, attendees shared most meals at 
the Grandview Avenue house, ably prepared by a number of participants under 
the direction of Miriam and Laurie Baty (my contribution was dishwashing Sat-
urday night). Since the house comprised two apartments, there were two kitchens 
available. Various beverages flowed freely.
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	 Chair-elect Matthew Mason, archivist at Yale University’s Beinecke 
Library, has offered to host the 2015 Midwinter Meeting in his area, including 
a visit to Yale. While the response to his offer was favorable, it’s important to 
stress that the Steering Committee will be happy to consider other sugges-
tions and offers of a meeting location. Anyone with such a suggestion should 
contact the Steering Committee as soon as possible, including details about 
lodging and cooking facilities. Also, let us know if your alternative suggestion 
for 2015 would also be available in 2016.

	 I think our business sessions were highly productive, with an empha-
sis on re-invigorating stalled projects. We discussed a variety of special proj-
ects, including the proposed daguerreotype book project, digital collection tip 
sheets, and a publication to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Visual 
Materials Section. Although we ultimately decided that the daguerreotype 
publication is not feasible this year, Laurie Baty will chair the book commit-
tee and explore options. We also emphasized the importance of the Steering 
Committee, and I will assign new duties to Members-at-Large. Position de-
scriptions for Steering Committee members, committee members, and work-
ing groups are needed, as well as deadlines for projects. We intend to empha-
size the importance of our Three-Year Plan, and Matt Mason will develop a 
new one. Section members will be hearing from us in the months before the 
SAA Annual Meeting, and we will be asking you for help! I know we’re all 
busy, but I hope we can spread the work around and jointly reinvigorate the 
Section.

	 I want to take this opportunity to salute one of our hardest-working 
members, Anne Salsich, the editor of Views. This publication puts our col-
lective best foot forward, and I am very appreciative of Anne’s talents, persis-
tence, and work ethic in ensuring a consistently inspiring showpiece for the 
Section. Viva Views!

Visual Materials Section Meeting at SAA 2014
Thursday, August 14, 3:30 - 5:30

We were very excited about how well our New Orleans local arrangements 
worked out! Laurie Baty has offered to work with others on local arrange-
ments for the Washington, D.C., meeting. We intend to follow on the suc-
cesses of NOLA, so be ready to explore collections, meet old and make new 
friends at meal meetups and the Section dinner, and hear an excellent talk at 
the Section meeting. Stay tuned—once the committee has a chance to meet, 
they will be posting news to the Web site and also publishing in Views.
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Midwinter Musings
By Tim Hawkins
Communications Coordinator
Photographs by Stephen J. Fletcher

A rooftop deck with a panoramic view of downtown Pittsburgh. 
Delicious homemade meals. A behind-the-scenes art museum pho-
tography collection tour. Outings to nearby restaurants and pubs. A 
pseudo-slumber party with smart, funny people. The Visual Materi-
als Section Midwinter is much more than long meetings with lengthy 
discussions. It’s also a good time had by all.

The meeting place was a beautiful three-story home on Grandview, 
high atop the incline with a panoramic view of downtown Pittsburgh. 
With three floors, two kitchens, four bedrooms and four baths and an 
amazing roof deck it proved quite comfortable. Seven people stayed 
in the house while three chose the privacy and comfort of nearby ho-
tels instead, easily accessible from the incline tram two blocks away. 
Three others were locals who commuted. We try to make this meet-
ing as affordable as possible while also paying attention to the needs 
of the participants. Most choose the more social communal arrange-
ments, but there are no rules for accommodations. For my sleeping 
quarters I chose a sleeping bag on the main living room couch with 
the spectacular cityscape to wake me in the morning.

Toast from Anne’s Cleveland French bakery bread, melons, strawber-
ries and blueberries, and lots of coffee. Fancy sandwiches with fresh 
local breads, avocados, veggies, and homemade butternut squash 
soup. Scrambled eggs, fried potatoes, bacon, salsa, tortillas, and some 
odd substance called “facon.” Pasta with steamed asparagus. Elegant 
red wines, local microbrews and a fine bottle of bourbon. Those are 
just some of the ingredients from the home-cooked meals and after-
parties. Cooking together reduces the costs for meeting participants, 
but more importantly, it promotes a great sense of camaraderie and 
teamwork.

The daytime meetings took place in the living room with a view, com-
fortably seated in a circle with the couch and various chairs. There was 
talk of the upcoming annual meeting at SAA in D.C., web sites, social 
media and Views, new officers, organizing volunteers, merchandise, 
finances - and long and intense talk of special projects : a daguerreo-
type book project, digital collection tip sheets, and a VM thirtieth an-
niversary publication. 

Social activities mix with the work. A couple of us took the opportu-
nity to visit a local microbrewery where we happened across a keg-
opening and free IPAs for the entire crowd. The commercial district, 
just a few blocks away, offered grocery stores, shopping and, let’s say, 
an “interesting” selection of local taverns. Both kitchens and the roof 
deck were constant conversation hubs.

Continued on page 4

Top: Immediate Past Chair Brett Carnell and Anne Salsich.

Middle: Chair David Haberstich, before launching into 
serious matters.

Bottom: Miriam Meislik, Chair-elect Matt Mason, and 
Laurie Baty.
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We went on a fascinating behind-the-scenes tour of the 
photography collection at the Carnegie Museum of Art. 
In a two-story room deep inside the museum, with a bal-
cony ringing the lower level filled with rare books, all va-
riety of photographs were arranged for viewing on a table 
for us. We viewed modern daguerreotypes, scrapbooks of 
vintage steel mill interiors, Duane Michaels prints, and 
much more, pulled for us by our tour guide. We were 
then released into the museum where we wandered in-
dividually. A faction of us assembled in a translucent or-
ange performing art tea tent where we drank an elegant 
chai followed by an oolong tea.

All Visual Materials Section members are welcome at the 
Midwinter Meeting. Although originally designed as a 
working meeting for the Steering Committee, this year 
new attendees and non-committee members far outnum-
bered the committee. It was refreshing to have a few new-
era archivists from Pittsburgh attend, as the section sorely 
needs input from a new generation. And I must reveal 
that my first “exposé” of this meeting was rejected by our 
editor. There was a lot more that transpired, especially 
during the spontaneous Friday night blow-out, but that I 
can’t tell you, because what happens in Pittsburgh…

So think about joining us next year. We always try to 
make this meeting affordable, friendly and inviting. I 
can’t imagine a better way to meet, learn from, and be-
come friends with your peers in the visual materials pro-
fession. And trust me, it’s fun!

Saturday morning’s 2014 Visual Materials Section Midwinter Meeting attendees. 
L to R: David Haberstich, Mary Alice Harper, Tim Hawkins, Beth Bilderback, Mark Martin, Laurie Baty, Matt Mason, Miriam 

Meislik, Brett Carnell, Anna Raugalis, Lisa Iacobellis, Adam Ryan, and Stephen Fletcher.

Midwinter Musings (cont.)

Curatorial Assistant Adam Ryan showcasing photographs from the collec-
tions at the Carnegie Museum of Art. 

Matt Mason and Brett Carnell getting down with an early 19th century 
photograph album of steel mill views.


